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[Abstract] Objective:To summarize the clinical and radiographic presentation of degenerative scoliosis (DS)
and to investigate the factors contributing to radiculopathy in degenerative lumbar stenosis with scoliosis.
Method: 139 cases (46 males,93 females) of DS from January 2003 to May 2007 were reviewed.The mean
age al admission was 64.5 years old (rang,46-82 years old).Clinical manifestation and radiographic findings
were comprehensively analyzed.Result:Low back pain,radiating pain and intermittent claudication were com-
mon symptoms in the cases.Radiating pain arising from nerve root compression were found in either convex
side or concave side.The mean Cobb angle of 139 cases was 16.7°,106 cases (76.3%) had the angle less
than 20°.The physical lordosis decreasing were found in 119 cases (85.6%),in which 12 cases(8.6%) devel-
oped lumbar kyphosis.The apex of the curve were at the interspace between [2/3 and L3/4 in 95 cases
(61% ).The number of spinal segments involved were 2—-6 (mean 3.5).There were 31% of cases complicated
with sagittal spondylolisthesis,42% of cases with lateral translation.Lateral translation was positive relevant to
both vertebral rotation and Cobb angle (P<0.05).The myelography and CTM revealed that factors contributing
to radiculopathy included zygapophysial joint hyperplasy,zygapophysial joint semiluxation and pedicle shift,et
al.Conclusion: DS is a kind of painful lumbar or thoracolumbar scoliosis,with Cobb angle less than 20° in
most cases.Scoliosis is often accompanied with sagittal spondylolisthesis or lateral translation.Pedicle shift and
vertebra rotation are important factors contributing to radiculopathy.
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