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[Abstract] Objective: To investigate the incidence and its correlated factors of the late complications in the
patients with spinal cord injury (SCI).Method:318 cases with SCI were followed up from 3 to 15 years (in
average 9 years).The incidence of complications including those occurred in urological and respiratory sys-
tems, pressure sore,chronic limb pain.The causes of the complications and correlations to severity of the SCI
were analyzed.Result:The incidence of the complications in the patients with SCI were 82.4% in urological
systems,among them 52% with urological infections, 14.5% with chronic renal failure,10.5% with hydronephro-
sis,5.0% urinary stone.In addtion,64.2% with chronic limb pain,47.5% pressbed sore and 34.3% respiratory
infections.Other complications included joint stiffness and deformity,heterotypic ossification.The incidence rate
in the patients with complete paraplegia was higher than those with incomplete paraplegia (P<0.05),and there
was no significant differences between surgery group and the conservative group(P>0.05).28 cases(8.8%) died
at time of follow up.The major causes of the death were chronic renal failure(46.4%),pressbed sore(21.4%),
and respiratory infections (14.3%).Conclusion:The incidence rate of complications in the patients with SCI is
still high.It seems there are no correlations between surgery and the complication incidence.To strengthen the
rehabilitation sense and skill and get stronger support from the society will be the key way of raising the liv-
ing quality and prolonging the life of the patients with SCI.
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